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Abstract 

Human Rights and Intellectual Property Rights once seem to be strange bedfellows needs to be good 

partner in the unequal world for realization of many basic human rights especially Right to Health. 

Covid 19 Pandemic is a test case realized that there is a strong need for integration of the two. There 

are many international human rights instruments recognize right to health as a basic human right. 

Right to health as a basic human right presupposes access to medicine at an affordable price. On the 

other hand, medicines under the product patents regime is the biggest roadblock in the realization of 

right to health. Though there are few leeways, both in TRIPS agreement as well as in Indian Patents 

Act, it has not been fully explored upon to make medicines at affordable price.  The present paper 

advocates need for a strong synergy between these two rights in the realization of Right to health 

under the stringent regiment of TRIPS Agreement. 
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Introduction 

The difficulty to be addressed in this article is complicated. The aim is to offer grounds for a fair and 

balanced technique to the capability conflict which may additionally stand up from 

the interaction between patents and get admission to important drug treatments. This article seeks to 

demarcate the content of each of these rights, spotlight the instances under which a warfare 

may additionally get up, and cope with the proportionality judgment as a proposed solution. 

It briefly structures the primary premises and conclusions. In the long run, it advocates 

harmonization of rights this is very close to the precept of proportionality. 

The problem is part of a greater sizable debate. For a few years in 

the academic world there had been sturdy adherents in favor of the coexistence of 

intellectual belongings and human rights.1  

Two views have existed side by way of aspect: On the one hand, some academics advocate a 

conflicting coexistence, which emphasizes the poor impacts of highbrow property on rights which 

includes freedom of speech, health, protection or schooling; on the other hand, others are proponents 

of a version that establishes an equilibrium or synchronized coexistence among both forms of rights. 

In my view, the latter perspective will gain extra relevance inside the coming years. Away from 

formulating a complete end, the analysis in this newsletter have to be supplemented with 

extra problems associated with this difficulty, which include the effectiveness of the 

patent’s gadget as a device of innovation, the political and monetary management and distribution 

of costs in those nations that require such medicines, the global allocation of price range in 

technology and generation, and the functioning of the sanitary gadget as an entire. Moreover, 

particular consideration has to take delivery of the price-effectiveness ratio of remedies, the interplay 

among innovation, highbrow belongings, and sanitary regulation, and the effectiveness of local and 

global court structures. Any exchange in the above elements or subsystems will have a referring to 

the solution to either the trouble as a whole or a particular case, respectively. Then, when reflecting 

on a selected instance, a decision system of the apparent dispute should be applied. the author of this 

text stresses the concept of 'obvious' as he asserts that rights are inherently complementary or 

collaborative amongst themselves. The reasonableness analysis is the high-quality machine to attain 

a harmonization of rights. a long way from a theoretical or abstract notion, the factual assumption 

                                                           
1 Health before Intellectual Property. https://www.sustainablegoals.org.uk/health-before-intellectual-property/ 
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needs to be analyzed. These are the grounds upon which a specific case has to be approached, 

including the home production of the vaccines is taken both directly via the authorities or by way of 

the worried businesses underneath the watchful eye of the government. In reaction to this, several 

corporations like Serum Institute of India have entered into a licensing agreement with AstraZeneca, 

to manufacture their vaccine below the call 'Covishield' in India. 

 

Evacuation of the Problem: Crucial Factor 

Article relies upon following crucial factor Wellness and existence are fundamental rights 

ineradicable in constitutions and international human rights treaties2. Highbrow property has been 

diagnosed in global instruments, is likewise blanketed in fundamental rights, and ensures. In some 

instances, reputation is particular and in others it's far finished by integrating assets or estates. Every 

now and then, these two rights appear to be incompatible and there seems to be capability conflict 

among fitness and clinical patents, each time the provision of some medicine must be scarce because 

of an exceptional proper or a really excessive rate, hence rendering that remedy unaffordable. A 

solution-oriented method or system should be established through contemplating that the capability 

conflict between essential rights can be equally present in other ambits, aside from Intellectual 

Property rights. A prevalent solution approach must be mounted in national and international 

environments via considering that the ability war is similarly found in different regions of highbrow 

property rights: copyright and the right to training, intellectual assets rights and freedom of speech, 

patents and farmers' rights, freedom of speech and trademarks, copyright and clients' rights, and so 

forth. Sometimes researcher think these two are right Incompatible and appears to be potential. 

conflicts between health and medical patents; whenever a drug is available Due to monopoly rights, 

shortages or extreme high price to make this drug cannot use.  A solution-oriented method or system 

is set in consideration of Potential conflicts between fundamental rights the same exists in other areas 

Intellectual Property3. The general solution method should be: Established nationally and 

internationally.  

Given the possibilities, the environment Conflict exists equally in other domains. Intellectual 

Property Rights: Copyright and Law education, intellectual property and freedom of speech, patents 

and farmers' rights; freedom of speech and trademarks, copyrights and Consumer Rights, etc4. Thus, 

the method or system may be: Similar to those used to resolve other conflicts between fundamental 

rights. According to this simplified reasoning, pay attention to the existence of the common good 

belonging to the international community Patient, Physician, Healthcare, Nonprofit Organizations, 

inventors and researchers, governments and manufacturers of generic drugs. In this regard, the 

premises to be verified are as follows.  

Human goods as desirable values; Produced according to human conditions natural right5. 

Community members have a common interest. Therefore, nationally the international community, 

we all Members have the right to life and health. therefore, the common good will always be the 

driving force every community and society as a whole they have their own common good6. To 

progress at this level operational conclusions, generality to the relationship; the purpose and property 

of this community, in particular, it should be detailed. In the case under analysis, it is possible to note 

that there is an international community of patients and inventors in need of each other.  

The following, therefore, contain some general propositions that will both activate consensus 

and serve as a starting point to seek a solution for the potential conflict: 

                                                           
2 Ramapiran Ranjitsingh, “Indian Patents Act and Pharmaceuticals a socio legal study with special reference to    

consumers in Tamilnadu” Ph.D Thesis, Tamilnadu Dr.Ambedkar Law University, 2015 
3 Laurence Helfer, Human Rights and Intellectual Property: Conflict or Coexistence?'(2003), Minnesota intel. Property 

review 
4 K.D.Raju, Intellectual Property Rights : The Emerging Issues for Industry Wisdom Banasthali University (Edited), 

2004. 
5 John Finnis, Natural Law and Natural Rights (Clarendon Press Oxford 1980) 
6 Article 7 of the TRIPS Agreement 
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(i) A patient's health through access to medicines is a positive thing that is 

suitable for every human being. 

(ii) Access to medicines must be prioritized.  

(iii) Diseases or death that may be attributed to limited access to required 

medicines must be avoided. 

(iv) The supply of medicine to a patient in need is a valuable action. 

(v) The search for new and better medicines must be promoted.  

(vi) A person who benefits society by doing his/her best drugs, through their 

efforts or investments; You deserve an award.  

(vii) Those who have invested time and effort; Capital to acquire new property 

cannot be deprived Such property without fair compensation. 

 In general, it can be argued that: not conflict but common good Expression through 

coexistence and complementarity Truth. Power is exercised in all societies Distribution of common 

goods and transfer of rights Through norms, some of which are principles and other rules. The 

former is obligatory judgment without the accuracy necessary for order, prohibit or allow an agent's 

actions in relation to other people. That is why Then you have to set the rules Adoption of 

appropriate rules establishing specific rights to their beneficiaries, including provisions for whom 

have an obligation to provide certain items to others; or Refrain from certain activities. So, you have 

to declare your rights. Three concepts are defined: creditors, beneficiaries, action to be taken is 

prohibited; or permitted7. Understand the full right to health or How to exercise your patent right; 

Provision of international treaties or national law It is subject to observation. out of order between 

formal and normative purposes, or If there are no rules that incorporate rights or impose obligations, 

a mechanism is needed. legally correct such deficiencies or omissions; Way.  

Therefore, Article 8 of the TRIPS Agreement It provides: When a member formalizes or to 

amend laws and regulations; take the necessary steps to protect public health and nutrition, and 

promote the public interest in the field their socioeconomic technology development under 

conditions that such measures are consistent Terms of this Agreement. However, the wording of the 

article is not allowed. Conclusion, these necessary measurements or Compatible with TRIPS 

contracts.  

The same applies to paragraph (1) of section 25. Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 

Everyone has a right to standards. Appropriate lifestyle for health and well-being yourself and your 

family, including food, clothing and housing Medical and necessary social services. Similarly, the 

World Health Constitution the Organization (WHO), adopted in 1946, provides: next: The greatest 

pleasure you can reach health is one Everyone's Basic Rights without discrimination of race or 

religion political beliefs, economic or social disease. These principles lead to natural questions. A 

right is a negative or positive right. requires a specific action or Interference prevention? Who can do 

these? Will the right be exercised? Are there positive behaviors? 

Some key points to answer these questions concept must be established. First, you must It is 

clear that the state is the first passive agent. Obligations arising from the right to health. how the 

patient is a member of the community guaranteeing the right to life and health of all people and all 

members. only indirectly an obligation affects an individual or arises from: contract with the patient 

(social security); or delegation of responsibility organized community8. Therefore, pharmaceutical 

companies’ entity obligated to fulfill obligations arising from right to medicine. Their job is to make 

medicine. Available in quantity and quality, Otherwise, make sure it's harmless and compliant. Legal 

requirements that may include obligations Avoid excessive pricing. As already mentioned, the rights 

of the patentee are: Basic rights were also recognized. In other words, the same rights are set out in 

Article 17. Universal Declaration of Human Rights: (1) Everyone has the right to own property 

individually: as well as collaborating with others [and] (2) [none] property was arbitrarily deprived.  

                                                           
7 WN Hohfeld, Fundamental Legal Conceptions (New Haven 1919). 

 
8 Antony Taubman - TRIPS Jurisprudence in the Balance: Between the Realist Defense of Policy Space and a Shared 

Utilitarian Ethic, ANU College of Law Research Paper No. 08-10 
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In addition, Article 27 (2) stipulates as follows. Everyone has the right to protection moral 

and material interests arising from scientific, literary or artistic works by which he is a writer. 

Thereafter, these rights International Covenant on Economy, Society and Society Cultural Rights: 

States Parties to this Covenant Recognizes everyone's rights. a) participate in cultural life; (b) Benefit 

from scientific progress its application; [and] (c) profit from [t] moral and material protection any 

scientific interest; literary or artistic work author. These rights are stated in the form of principles. No 

rules - you have to agree with someone else. V In this sense, section 13 of the United States Code 

Declaration of Human Rights and Duties install: [Rights] [b]Environment [Culture]: [e]Everyone has 

the right to participate in the cultural life of society enjoy and engage with art Profits from 

intellectual property progress, especially scientific discovery. He also has the right to defend himself. 

Moral and material interests related to oneself Inventions or literary, scientific or artistic works 

Among them, he is the author. From the point of view of patents as property rights Yes. A few key 

aspects need to be identified. to be Is intellectual property a human right? do it all Intellectual 

property rights have the same hierarchy. or rank? Are patents a human right? maybe They are even 

considered absolute rights. Does it harm the other needs of society? number of companies Become a 

human rights holder? Restrictions Copyright company? We can also say that an attribute is itself. 

Rights are subject to the restrictions set forth below. Time granted and time received by the 

institution legal rules. I think ownership is Unaffected if patent is not granted by law enacted It is not 

an arbitrary result. However, human rights Property (or basic warranty) is Applicable when the 

patentee is unfairly deprived of his right own property or enjoy it fully; If a patent is not granted for 

arbitrary reasons solution. These prerequisites apply to medical patents. this investment in research 

and Development for the benefit of the future Awaiting the reward. no doubt in any legal system, that 

investment is property. and Because that's pretty much our way. The international community has 

decided to allocate resources. Medical Innovation Award. This pressure is applied with greater power 

in science and industry because the market crashes Information generation is much clearer. Quick 

and easy product imitation Extensive, expensive and dangerous activities related to research on new 

products; and for the first time on the market. 

 

Solutions Available 

The try and clear up the ability conflicts among essential rights isn't always new. In a few countries, 

rights or privileged freedoms are ordered into a hierarchy. Other countries, in turn, inn to a balancing 

check. Some prison specialists and courts favour the software of the principle of outside limits. In 

European case regulation, the proportionality precept, which originated withinside the German 

Federal Court, is utilized9. These are all techniques that intend to attain objectivity or rationality in a 

selection that resolves conflicting rights, values or principles. The aim is to protect the guideline of 

thumb of regulation and the precept of due process10. Undoubtedly, this form of mechanism needs to 

be carried out to the battle to which we've got referred. Some authors even don't forget that the so-

referred to as three step rule check is a concrete software of the proportionality precept to the 

conflicts concerned in highbrow assets rights. As a part of this search, the writer is extra in favour of 

the answer furnished with the aid of using prison specialists at the critical content material of rights11. 

This involves, first of all, demarcating the cloth and formal factor of every right. Then, an evaluation 

at the records need to be undertaken, with a view to decide which proper is at stake withinside the 

case below analysis. This quantity to analyzing every state of affairs individually. Just like the case 

of the proportionality precept and the reasonableness judgment, the precise case needs to continually 

be borne in mind.  

Thus, it is going to be essential to decide at the least the subsequent factors of every proper at 

stake:  

                                                           
9 Wolf Sauter, Proportionality in EU Law: A Balancing Act? (2017) Published online by Cambridge University Press. 
10 Helfer (2008), p. 8. 
11 Constitutional Dimension of Intellectual Property Rights. https://www.ip.mpg.de/en/publications/details/the-

constitutional-dimension-of-intellectual-property.html 
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 For what reason or functions might also additionally the State droop otherwise restrict the 

proper of the patent holder and the proper of the proprietor to uncontestably preserve their 

proprietary pastimes or acquire the payment requested?  Who is the holder of every proper (the 

conflict will be among the government, which desires to favour a collection of sufferers and the 

holder of the critical medicine)?  Who need to study or put into effect such proper, or, who's the 

situation below obligation to fulfil certain conducts in terms of the alternative situation and vice 

versa? What is the sense, scope, and situations for the exercising of every of these rights, consisting 

of time and different situations and situations for its enforcement?   

These questions emerge while a rule is being challenged, be it precise or hypothetical.  

The hypothetical rule supplied is consequently precise, however drafted in a summary sense. 

However, precise instances certainly pass hand in hand with their own distinctive records. The 

intention is to investigate an answer of justice for the occasion happening right here and now, and 

this consists of adjectival situations and the approaches sought. The rule created herein will be 

contrasted systematically with the entire prison regime, consisting of global treaties subscribed with 

the aid of using the State, the applicable constitution, and constitutional guarantees, statutory rules, 

etc.  

Thus, the guideline of thumb needs to make provisions for a rustic in particular, the perfect 

pathology, the alternative techniques, the synthetic products, the functioning of the sanitary device of 

that precise community, the rate inside a contained financial device, the variety of affected sufferers, 

the precise epidemic state of affairs, etc. If justice, in its traditional sense, consists of giving every his 

due, we need to specify what we suggest with the aid of using 'every' i.e. who's the only that gives, 

and who receives? And further, what's given and received, and what's actually 'due'? One manner of 

illustrating the software of the critical content material of rights will be the case of obligatory 

licenses granted according with TRIPS Article three or pursuant to paragraph 6 of the following 

Declaration at the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health. 

 

Conclusion 

The three-step rule method Show important content Right side The standard of proportionality 

applied by the author efavirenz cases are generally considered Out of three steps: a) adaptation of the 

chosen means Achieve the goal; (b) the need to rely on these means; achievement of goals (i.e., other 

means contributing to this purpose Less harmful to potentially affected people constitutional 

principles; and (c) proportionality in the strict sense that the means, ends and principles are met If I 

had achieved that purpose, I would not sacrifice any more. An important constitutional principle. 

Two compulsory licenses issued under Article 30 and other measures taken pursuant to Article 8; 

The TRIPS Agreement should be considered special. Step 3 Apply or apply the rule Proportional 

judgment on a particular issue12. 

In conclusion, the author considers: In the current state of the knowledge economy Industrial 

and sanitary systems, patents Necessary to improve public health. However, in case of emergency in 

the absence of circumstances or markets, a patent impede access to medicines obtained from Global 

innovation system. absent Markets are particularly relevant to communities. During periods when 

you cannot afford these medications as a result of a particular crisis or endemic problem; In 

particular, the income of the population the drug being considered is intermittently low. The situation 

is more serious and the solution is Easy, especially when taking the right medication, it is still being 

developed for the diseases that are currently occurring. No treatment. When there is no future market 

A cure cannot be found with the necessary investment alone. A compulsory license includes a patent 

waiver. At least during a prolonged crisis. after that Mechanisms inherent in international agreements 

and decision based on local law It is possible to find an agreement that can be reached. The harmony 

was conceived too intensely. but Examples of application of the principle of proportionality It hasn't 

appeared yet.  

                                                           
12 Helfer, 'Intellectual Property and the European Court of Human Rights'. 

 


